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Heads Up!
The apostle Paul regularly uses head to indicate authority (Ephesians 1:22; 5:23; Colossians 2:10, 15). We owe submission and honor to our head. Our text spells this out in three different relationships.
1.
Christ submits to and honors God
A.
As the Mediator 

John 5:19-23; 1 Corinthians 15:22-28
B.
As the eternal Son 

1 John 4:9-10
2.
A man should submit to and honor Christ
A.
By reflecting God’s Image—Jesus Christ
[Genesis 1:26-27; Colossians 1:15; Romans 8:29]
B.
By accepting his masculine role 
3.
A woman should submit to and honor male authorities 
Church order reflects home order. In the public worship—

A.
A woman may participate
B.
 A woman may not exercise authority 

1 Timothy 2:11-12; 1 Corinthians 14:29-35
C.
 A woman should honor her head
She should avoid disgracing—

Herself

Her husband (Proverbs 12:4)
Her pastors

Additional Notes
1.
The nature of prophecy

In the Bible prophecy describes a range of activities, from the inerrant and inspired utterances of Jeremiah and Isaiah, which are authoritative for all God’s people, to more general impressions that God has a message for a particular time and place. In the latter case, the prophet’s words are his own. This general kind of prophecy was frequently practiced in the churches of the New Testament. Because the prophets’ words were not on a par with the Old Testament or with the teachings of the apostles, different churches tended to treat them differently.
· The Thessalonians were tempted to disregard such prophecies entirely, and Paul had to remind them not to “despise prophetic utterances” (1 Thessalonians 5:20).

· The Corinthians were inclined to accept uncritically anything a prophet said, so Paul instructed the leaders of the congregation to “judge” their utterances (1 Corinthians 14:29).

Putting 1 Corinthians 11, 1 Corinthians 14, and 1 Timothy 2 together, implies that women were allowed to prophesy in public worship. They were not allowed to act as authoritative teachers, nor were they permitted to judge the prophecies of others.
2.
The head covering

It was probably more like a scarf or shawl than a veil. We do not know why a head covering was regarded as essential feminine attire in church. Perhaps because—

· Women normally wore head coverings in public.

· The early church wanted to distance itself from the frenzied antics and long disheveled hair that characterized women worshiping Dionysus, Cybele, and Isis.
· Culturally, a head covering indicated submission.

(By the way, John Calvin defended the wearing of a cap by a man when he was preaching if he needed it to avoid catching cold in an unheated church.)

3.
The meaning of nature (v. 13)

Nature refers to the way God has created us, male and female (as natural does in Romans 1:26-27). We instinctively know (because nature teaches us) that men should dress and act like men; women should dress and act like women. What feminine and masculine dress look like depends on cultural patterns. However, within any given culture, Christians should not unthinkingly adopt that society’s standards. We should always dress modestly and avoid undue ostentation.
4.
The spiritual equality and interdependence of men & women (vv. 11-12). Women are sons of God by adoption (Galatians 3:23-4:7), but they are not to act & dress like men. 
